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To  the 


Warblington 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  instruc¬ 
tions,  I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1925  - 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the 

District . 

Area  (in  acres),  2998‘083. 

Population  :  Census  1921,  4080. 

,,  Estimated  1925,  3923. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 

of  the  District. 

The  Civil  Parish  of  Warblington  includes  the  Ecclesi¬ 
astical  Parishes  of  Warblington  and  Emsworth  and  part 
of  Rowlands  Castle. 

The  village  of  Warblington  consists  of  a  few  houses 
clustered  about  the  cross  roads  on  the  main  road  from 
Havant  to  Chichester,  where  one  way  curving  round  bv 
the  village  pond  (now  being  piped  and  tilled  in  for  road 
widening  purposes)  leads  northwards  towards  East 
Leigh,  and  another,  known  as  Pook  Lane,  goes  south  to 
Langstone  Harbour. 

Most  of  the  southern  part  of  the  parish  is  well- 
watered  pasture  land. 

Of  the  whole  parish  663  acres  are  arable  land,  about 
808  acres  pasture  land,  and  425  acres  are  covered  with 
woods  (Board  of  Agriculture  Returns  1905). 

The  soil  by  the  church  is  chalky,  but  further  north 
the  subsoil  is  clay,  the  surface  being  a  rich  loam. 

The  whole  of  the  northern  part  of  the  parish  is  thickly 
wooded. 

Emsworth,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  harbour,  to  the 
east  of  Warblington,  where  the  river  Ems  flows  into  the 
sea,  is  a  small  town  of  some  importance  as  a  distributing 
centre  for  timber,  flour,  and  oysters. 
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The  roads  iri  the  district  are  generally  good,  and  the 
whole  area  is  Hat,  rising  slightly  towards  the  north. 

With  the  exception  of  business  and  professional  resi¬ 
dences,  most  of  the  houses  are  occupied  by  retired 
Service  (Army  and  Navy)  officials,  a  few  by  private 
residents,  and  in  the  outlying  parts  by  those  who  find 
employment  in  agriculture.  No  particular  occupation 
has  any  influence  on  public  health. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  1028. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921),  1003. 

Rateable  Value,  £24,991-5-6. 

Sum  produced  by  a  penny  rate,  £84-18-4. 


Social  Conditions ,  including  the  Chief 
Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants . 

The  district  is  purely  residential,  business  men  from 
Portsmouth  residing  in  the  district,  also  a  number  of 
sailors’  wives,  and  there  is  little  employment  other  than 


stated  below  : — 

1.  Fishing ...  ...  ...  75 

2.  Agriculture  and  Dairy  Farming...  80 

3.  Sawing  and  Timber  Yards  ...  50 

4.  Flour  Milling  ...  ...  25 

5.  Brick  Making  ...  ...  20 

6.  Building  ...  ...  20 

7.  Miscellaneous  ...  ...  250 

Total. .t  ...  ...  520 


There  is  no  anticipated  industrial  development. 

Two  building  estates  have  been  laid  out  during  the 
year  and  building  operations  are  proceeding  at  a  normal 
rate. 


Vital 

Statistics. 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL 

Rirthc  f  Legitimate  30 

36 

66  ) 

*mtns  (Illegitimate  3 

2 

5  j 

Total  Births  33 

38 

71 

Deaths  ...  ...  19 

19 

38 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ... 


Birth  Rate,  18 


Death  Rate,  9*5 
56 


s 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief,  ^600-13-11. 

Persons  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  Relief,  80. 

The  extent  to  which  Hospital  and  other 
forms  of  gratuitous  medical  relief  are 

utilised. 

Hospital  freely  used  ;  there  is  a  long  waiting  list. 

The  only  noteworthy  cause  of  sickness  or  invalidity 
has  been  Influenza. 

There  are  no  conditions  ot  occupation  or  environment 
which  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on 
health. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in 

the  Area . 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  by  the  County  Council. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — The  County  Council  provides  Sana¬ 
torium  treatment. 

(2)  Maternity , — C;ises  may  be  sent  to  the  Hampshire 
Co’inty  Hospital  at  Winchester. 

(3)  Children. — No  children’s  hospital  is  provided. 

(U  Fever  and  (5)  Small-pox. — The  Havant  Joint  Dis¬ 
trict  Isolation  Hospital. 

None  of  these  are  in  the  Warblington  Urban  District, 
nor  is  there  in  this  area  any  hospital  provided  and  sub¬ 
sidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  the  County  Council. 
There,  is,  however, 

(6)  A  Cottage  Hospital  of  7  beds,  supported  by  volun¬ 
tary  contributions  and  payments  on  the  part  of  the 
patients,  which  provides  for  the  surgical  needs  of  the 
district.  Owing  to  its  size  there  is  practically  no 
accommodation  for  medical  cases,  and  also  of  course  ho 
available  beds  for  midwifery. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  in  the  district  for 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 
children. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases  a  horse  ambulance  is  provided 
by  the  Havant  Joint  District  Isolation  Hospital. 
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(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  a  motor 
ambulance  is  available,  stationed  at  Havant,  and  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Hampshire  County  Branch  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  at 
which  addresses  are  given  fortnightly  by  the  Medical 
Officer  attending.  Advice  is  given  to  the  mothers,  but 
no  treatment  is  undertaken  at  the  Centre  ;  cases  requir¬ 
ing  treatment  are  referred  to  their  doctor,  dentist,  etc. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  or  School  Clinics  in  the 
area. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  requiring  treatment  under  the 
Hampshire  County  Scheme  are  seen  at  the  Dispensary 
at  Gosport. 

Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  can  be  seen  and  treated  at 
Portsmouth. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local 

Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — part  time  official,  holding 
the  Diploma  in  Public  Health  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Sanitary  Inspector — part  time  official  and  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  to  the  Council  holding  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspectors. 

A  contribuiion  is  received  by  the  Council  for  both 
these  officials’  salaries  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home . 

(a)  General. 

For  working-class  patients  the  Emsworth  Nursing 
Association  provides  a  fully-trained  Visiting  Nurse  ; 
there  is  no  subsidy  by  the  County  Council  or  Local 
Authority. 

For  those  who  can  afford  the  services  of  a  resident 
nurse  there  is  a  well-equipped  Nursing  Home  which 
supplies  nurses.  Nurses  can  also  be  obtained  from 
Nursing  Institutions  in  Southsea  and  elsewhere. 
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(b)  For  Infant  Diseases. 

No  provision  is  made  for  the  home-nursing  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  such  as  measles. 

Mid  wives. 

The  Midwife  practising  in  the  area  is  employed  and 
paid  by  the  Emsworth  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Association,  a  voluntary  body  receiving  grants  in  aid 
from  the  Hampshire  County  Council  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

In  this  connection  it  is  gratifying  to  record  the  fact 
that  no  case  of  puerperal  fever  or  of  opthalmia  neona¬ 
torum  has  been  notified  in  1925. 

Chemical  Work  is  carried  out  at  Winchester  as 
required. 


Legislation  in  Force- 

hist  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws  and  Local  Regulations 
relating  to  the  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  with  date  of  adoption — 

Public  Health  Act  1890,  Part  3 — Nov.  1914. 

Private  Street  Works  Act  1892— March  1904. 

Public  Health  Act  1907,  Sec.  27— Sept.  1917. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  1889 — Aug.  1896. 
Byelaws  in  respect  of  Buildings  and  Streets  ("revised) — 
June  1915. 

Ditto  re  Slaughterhouses — April  1920. 

These  Byelaws  were  framed  on  the  Model  Byelaws 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. 

For  domestic  purposes  1040  houses  are  supplied  by 
the  Borough  of  Portsmouth  Waterworks  Company — an 
increase  of  101  houses  supplied  by  this  water  since  1919. 
The  supply  is  constant  and  of  excellent  quality. 
In  outlying  houses  and  cottages  the  supply  is  from  local 
wells.  Water  mains  are  gradually  being  extended  in 
the  district. 


Rivers  and  Streams.  No  pollution. 
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Dr  inage  and  Sewerage. 

A  drainage  scheme  for  the  district  was  completed  in 
1915,  and  the  outfall  works  placed  in  charge  of  a  resi¬ 
dent  foreman  under  the  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  to  the  Council.  No  nuisance  has  arisen  from 
the  works,  which  have  worked  well  and  given  satisfac¬ 
tory  results.  In  1919  ninety  acres  of  land  was  purchased 
by  the  Council  for  irrigation  purposes,  and  the  treated 
effluent  is  distributed  over  portions  at  intervals  by  open 
dry  trenches.  Extensions  to  sewers  have  been  made  at 
various  times  since  the  completion  of  the  original 
scheme  in  1915.  One  large  extension  has  been  carried 
out  during  this  year  as  a  scheme  for  the  relief  of  the 
unemployed.  This  extension  will  dispense  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  cesspits  in  the  western  part  of  the  district  at 
Warblington,  and  connections  to  these  extensions  are 
being  made  regularly. 

Since  the  Report  of  1919,  the  number  of  properties 
dispensing  with  cesspits  and  connetcing  up  with  main 
drainage  is  148  ;  new  properties  connected  to  sewers, 
49  ;  making  a  total  of  properties  now  connected  to  these 
sewers,  698. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Of  the  total  closet  accommodation  in  the  district,  viz., 
1111,  they  are  divided  up  as  follows — 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  81 

Privies  with  movable  receptacles  (pails)  7 
Water  closets  ...  1023 


Total  accommodation  ...  1111 
Since  1919  eleven  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  have 
been  converted  in  the  town  of  Emsworth  to  water 
closets,  and  the  conversion  of  these  is  proceeding  as 
extensions  to  sewers  are  made,  and  it  is  hoped  a  con¬ 
siderable  reduction  will  be  made  in  the  coming  year. 

Scavenging. 

H<  use  Refuse.  Two  carts  work  daily.  All  the  district 
is  scavenged  weekly  and  portions  twice  weekly.  This  is 
efficiently  done  by  the  Council  s  own  workmen.  Refuse 
is  tipped  at  Hampshire  Farm  (about  J  mile  from  the 
town  of  Emsworth)  and  buried.  The  district  has  not 
been  provided  with  a  destructor. 
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Cesspools  and  Privies.  These  are  emptied  by  a  Ga'es’ 
pumping  apparatus  upon  application  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  the  work  being  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
own  workmen  regularly  employed  tQ  carry  out  this 
work. 

The  number  of  houses  required  to  be  disinfected 
during  the  year  was  only  10. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector 
o]  Nuisances  Department  in  the  year  1925 . 


Num 

ber  of 

Abatement 

Notices 

1 

Nuis 

Ab< 

af 

Noti 

ances 

ated 

ter 

ce  by 

Inspections  and 
Observations 
made 

!  Defects  found 

! 

Informal 

by 

Inspector 

*— <  -4— ' 

g  '£ 

s  22 

< 

Inspector 

Authoriiy 

" 

Dwelling  Houses  and 
Schools— 

Foul  Conditions  ... 

.  .  A 

,  . 

Structural  Defects  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Over-crowding 

Unlit  for  Habitation 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

22 

2 

2 

Cowsheds 

20 

4 

4 

Bakehouses  .. 

8 

1 

1 

Slaughter-houses 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

6 

6 

6 

,  .  . 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 

Manure 

2 

2 

2 

Water  Closets 

8 

8 

8 

House  Drainage — 

Defective  Traps 

No  Disconnection  ... 

.  .  . 

Other  Faults 

89 

89 

48 

39 

Animals  improperly 

kept 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

Cn 

00 

1 

1 15 

55 

... 

59 

Remaining  unabated 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  no  nuisances  caused  by  smoke  in  the 
district. 


Premises,  etc.,  controlled  by  Byelaws  or 
Regulations  in  the  District. 

10  Wholesale  Milk  Producers. 

12  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

4  Slaughter-houses  (two  for  cattle  only). 

Since  1919  one  slaughter-house  has  been  closed.  A  x 
are  clean  and  in  good  condition, 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  in  the 
District.  Total,  8 

1  Brewery. 

2  Flour  Mills. 

1  Steam  Saw  Mills. 

1  Steam  Laundry. 

1  Biickyard  (power). 

1  Printing  Works. 

1  Gas  Works. 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  in 
the  District.  Total,  17. 

1  Ship  Repairing  Yard. 

1  Hand  Laundry. 

4  Motor  and  Cycle  Repairing  Garages. 

1  Harness  Maker. 

4  Bakehouses. 

1  Brickyard  (hand). 

1  Soap  Works. 

1  Ironmonger. 

3  Tailors  and  Dressmakers. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work 
Places,  including  Inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of  Inspections.  Written  Prosecu 

Notices.  tions. 


Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries)  ...  •••  8 

Workshops  (including Work¬ 
shop  Laundries)  ...  ...  17 

Work-pl  aces  (other  than 

Out- workers  premises)  ...  0  ... 

Total  .  25  ... 


0  ...  0 

0  ...  0 

0  ...  0 

0  ...  0 


u 


Schools. 

The  two  elementary  schools  are  connected  to  the 
main  drainage  of  the  district,  and  water  is  supplied  from 
the  Borough  of  Waterworks  mains.  Both  the  sanitary 
condition  and  water  are  good. 

Housing . 

I.  General  Housing  Conditions.  Good  for  the 
wrhole  District. 

(a)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses.  There  is  not 
a  great  demand  for  houses  in  the  district,  and  the  supply 
almost  meets  the  demand,  except  for  a  few  small  houses 
at  lesser  rents. 

(b)  To  encourage  building  the  Council  have  offered 
to  builders  a  lump  sum  grant  of  £ 75  per  house,  under 
the  Housing  Acts  of  1923-24. 

(c)  There  are  no  anticipated  increases  or  decreases  in 
population,  and  houses  in  the  district  are  chiefly  re¬ 
quired  by  persons  retiring  or  business  people  from 
Portsmouth  desiring  to  live  in  the  country. 

Overcrowding .  There  is  none  to  any  extent,  except 
for  one  or  two  large  families  who  cannot  afford  to  live 
in  larger  houses. 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  22. 

(b)  Writh  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority — None- 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 15,  and  13  others 

sanctioned. 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses . 

Inspection  : 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected...  42 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations  ...  18 

(3)  Number  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  15 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  N otices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  •••  1 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

None  was  taken. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  as  to  the  quality  of 
the  milk,  and  the  samples  tested  have  been  found  in  all 
cases  to  conform  with  the  regulations  laid  down. 

(i)  No  tuberculous  milk  or  tuberculous  cattle  have 

been  discovered. 

(ii)  No  licenses  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk 

under  special  designations. 

(iii)  No  registration  has  been  refused  or  revoked. 

(iv)  Not  undertaken. 

(b)  Meat. 

(i)  Butchers  slaughter  at  regular  times  ;  inspections 

are  carried  out  periodically  ;  no  marking  is  done. 

(ii)  Windows  of  shops  are  fitted  with  moveable  sashes, 

(iii)  There  are  no  public  slaughter-houses. 

Private  Slaughter-houses. 


In  1 

920. 

Jan.  1925. 

Dec. 

Registered 

4 

3 

•  •  •  V/  •  •  * 

3 

Licensed 

0 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

1 

Total 

4 

4 

4 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

No  unsound  food 

has  been  discovered. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  bakehouses  and  other 
premises  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 

(d)  There  has  been  no  case  of  food  poisoning  in  the 
area. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

Disease. 

Pneumonia  was  the  most  prevalent  ;  no  two  cases 
occurred  in  one  house.  There  was  one  death,  aged  90. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Hants  County 
Council,  is  always  available,  and  promptly  used. 

No  cases  of  encephalitis  lethargiea  have  been  notified. 

No  “  return  ”  cases  of  scarlet  fever  have  been 
observed. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are 
carried  out  by  the  Hants  County  Council. 

The  Schick  and  Dick  tests  have  not  been  used. 

No  primary  vaccinations  or  re- vaccinations  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
Public  Health  (Small-Pox  Prevention)  Regulation,  1917. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  influenza 
has  been  prevalent,  but  mild  in  type,  and  no  deaths 
have  occurred. 

Cancer  has  claimed  five  deaths. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  exposed  to 
infection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

No  special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  vermin¬ 
ous  persons. 


Notifiable  Diseases  ( other  than  Tuberculosis ) 
during  the  year  ig2$ 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small-pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

*  .  . 

Diphtheria 

i 

i 

Enteric.  Fever 

2 

2 

.  .  • 

Puerperal  Fever 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Pneumonia 

6 

I 

i 

Other  Diseases 

... 
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Tuberculosis 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

i 

5 

IO 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Totals 

4 

2 

1 

2 

I 

I 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation  1925 

Q 

No  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  hav 
been  discovered. 


Public  Health  Act ,  1925 ,  Section  62. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Centre  is  open  once  a  fortnight,  and  advice  is 
given  to  expectant  mothers,  to  nursing  mothers,  and 
mothers  of  children  under  hve.  Lectures  are  also  given 
and  appreciated.  A  health  visitor  attends  the  Centre 
and  is  responsible  for  some  of  the  lectures. 

A  Midwife  is  also  present  and  is  able  by  her  personal 
knowledge  of  all  the  mothers  and  their  children  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  useful  work. 

In  the  year  under  consideration  there  has  been  no 
maternal  mortality. 
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Of  Infant  Deaths — 

One  occurred  1  day  old  from  prematurity. 

One  at  6  months  from  tuberculous  peritonitis. 

One  at  1  month  from  bronchitis. 

The  other  is  not  traced,  and  probably  occurred 
outside  the  area. 

No  cases  of  puerperal  fever  or  opthalmia  neonatorum 
have  been  notified,  and  no  permanent  injury  to  health 
has  been  noted  from  any  infectious  disease  affecting 
parturient  women. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

RALPH  M.  SOAMES. 


/ 


